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Tammy Pittman, director of Proteus Gowanus, inside gallery/museum. Photos by Nicholas Fevelo

‘disgusting and
beautiful’ exhibit

BY ERIN DURKIN
BROOKLYN’S grimiest waterway may not
be everyone’s idea of beautiful, but some
creative Brooklynites are turning it into a
work of art.

A Union St. gallery has opened an exhi-
bition hall dedicated to art and artifacts
from the polluted Gowanus Canal.

“For artists, it's a place that is mysteri-
ous, neglected [and] semi-empty, and so
[there’s] the kind of fascination of a place
that has been for a long time

hung beneath the Union Street Bridge to
weather with the canal’s rising and falling
tides.

“It's disgusting. | wear a Tyvek suit
when | do this,” said artist David Eustace,
39, of Gowanus, who added he’s sure to
scrub his canvases clean of gunk before
they’re displayed.

Gowanus artist Karla Roberts, 47, has a
set of black-and-white photographs pair-
ing shots of the Gowanus with the fa-

mous canals of Venice, where

in decline,” said Tamara Pitt-
man, director of Proteus
Gowanus, which opened its
Hall of the Gowanus — a
combination gallery and mu-
seum dedicated to the funky
waterway — last Sunday.

There are drawings, photo-
graphs, maps — even a large
jar of canal water and muck
Pittman collected from the
canal herself.

she lived for seven months.
“It's very tongue in cheek,”
she said — but then again,
they might have more in
common than you think. “The
Venetian canals aren’t really
clean, either,” Roberts said. “I
wouldn’t swim in those.”
Architectural designer
Michael Koehler, 53, sketched
fanciful designs for the land
around the waterway, with

“Oh my God — it's growing

things,” she said as she
showed it off.
Kevin Allen, 37, of Fort

Greene, spent more than a year making
sound recordings with an underwater mi-
crophone. Visitors listen to the sounds of
water splashing, motor boats passing and
a distant saxophone player while viewing
Allen’s 3-D photos of the canal.

“It’s really kind of disgusting and beau-
tiful at the same time,” Allen said. “One
of the benefits of the nastiness of the ca-
nal is a lot of the 19th century character
has been left.”

His work incorporates several of the
five senses, but he knows something is
missing to capture the full experience.
“The one thing | couldn’t include ... was
smell,” he said. “It’s pretty wretched.”

There are canvases painted with astro-
nomical symbols in metal dust — then

Water — and plenty else
— from Gowanus Canal.

greenways and a baseball di-
amond.

“This is an area that’s defi-
nitely going to be evolving
and changing into something more,” he
said. “The idea is for it not to be a
wasteland.”

There are pressed flowers plucked from
the banks of the canal, colorful maps and
aerial photos with the gallery’s location
marked with a bright green pin, a scroll-
ing time line of the canal’s history since
the 17th century, and a small collection of
articles and books about the canal that
Proteus hopes to expand with donations
from community members.

Pittman said that with the current bat-
tle over whether to make the Gowanus a
Superfund site, interest in the waterway
is surging.

“There’s no space dedicated to the
Gowanus anywhere,” she said. “The
neighborhood needed it.”

Tuesday, January 26,2010 13

LARGE SELECTION

@totpotnt 15,6 Cu, Ft

BIG DADDY

APPLIANCE WORLD
eecaores 1 8=330=107 7

HUGE SAVINGS ON EVERY
TV/DVD/BLURAY IN STORE

3 DAY GRAZY SALE!!

BIG DADDY
SAVES YOU MONEY

Figpiace 15 Gu, Ft.

F& Frost Free Frost Free
“*=  Refrigerator Refrigerator
F@%‘ o % o Full Width Wire Shelves $
flosco == - e Cri D
S B b, 359
#HTR16B $389 #FRT15
Estate By -Hvtp.a'ln_t'
Whi I e
i 30" Gas So e
30" Gas Range Range
« Large Oven With Sealed
* Full Warranty Burners e
$ 2 49 #TGP300TQ $ 289 »—//#Esos

_ 'Haier | Portable
Washer
*1.2cu.ft
* 5 Ibs. Compact Capacity

* Multiple Cycles

w2199

Estate By

Wh 22 Ib. Large

Capacity
* 8 Cycles
¢ 2 Speed

* Full Warranty
#ETW4400WQ

3289

cn

SAVE $850 WITH FREE PEDESTALS!

YOU GET WASHER, DRYER
& FREE PEIJESTAI.S

Front-Load Washer
* 3.5 cu. ft. Capacity #FAFW3511K
* 7 Wash Cycles * 17 Options

* Stainless Steel Basket

Front-Load Dryer

* 7.0 cu. ft. » Auto/Timed Dry Cycles
* 7 Drying Cycles ¢ 12 Options

¢ Electric #FAQE7011K

WITH PURCHASE OF PAIR
#APWD15W

After Mail-In Rebate

$99999

19" £F SANSUI
Widescreen LCD HDTV

* Digital tuner with ATSC
and Clear QAM

* PC Input
#HDLCD1912

$1499°"

Large Selection of LCD TVs

FREE DUVD

with every TV
purchase 42"
&up

441 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY
718-336-1077

DOCA #1245896

3516 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn, NY
718-513-6485

DOCA #1336749

AUTHORIZED DEALER - Sony

32" £F sANSUI
Widescreen LCD HDTV

* ATSC/NTSC/QAM Tuner
¢ 2 HDMI Inputs
* VGA Input

#HDLCD3212

¢ Panazonic
e LG

e Samsung
¢ Toshiba

e J.V.C.

457 Rockaway Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1494 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY
718-922-0661
DOCA #1246205
7516 18th Ave, Brooklyn, NY
718-259-8006

DOCA #1305421

718-421-0601

DOCA #1255594

59-07 Myrtle Ave, Ridgewood, NY
718-418-1280

DOCA #1245893

ISM



